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MICKEY PILOT

This is a story that was pulled out of:
Lightning Strikes issue July 2011, P-38 National Association by John Deden

| (Richard Reade) as a
former F-5 photo reconnais-
sance pilot, had similar mo-
ments and excitement during
trips over Japan and Korea.

- John's World War Il memo-
ries shared in the November
issue of Lighting Strike re-
kindled some of more memo-
ries. Here is a short version
of the story.

In late 1944 - 1945, |, along
with eight other guys, served
at Bari, ltaly, with the 15th Air
Force’s 5th Photo Reconnais-
sance Group, 15th Photo re-
con Sq., flying P-38L/F-5Es.
We had gone through PR P-
38 training together at Will
Rogers Field in Oklahoma
City.

Sometime after we érrived,
we were provided with two
“Dropp Snoot”/Mickey” radar-
equipped P-38s. These
Mickey planes had the elon-
gated, bulbous nose of
opaque fiberglass. Inside the

nose, seated in cramped quar-
ters entered by a small hatch
on the pod’s bottom, was the
Mickey operator, a trained of-
ficer navigator/bombardier
from a bomber group. The
navigator would determine the
courses and targets, with the
“pilot-in-command” flying the
Mickey P-38. Usually these
missions were flown in instru-
ment weather, to hopefully
avoid any chance of intercep-
tion. In front of the navigation
were the controls for the me-
dium -range ground-scanning
radar. The transmitter/receiver
“dish” was located in the fiber-
glass dome. It scanned the
ground for navigation pur-
poses and to establish bomb-
ing target information.

The mission profile was that
the pilot would fly the plane to
the IP (initial point) of a nor-
mal bomb run. From there the
navigator would guide the pi-
lot to the correct heading and
altitude for a “bomb run” while
he took pictures of his radar

scope showing the ground
track to the target and the tar-
get itself. After the mission the
pictures would be delivered to
15th AF Headquarters (also at
Bari) for reproduction and dis-
bursement to various bomb
groups, where navigators and
bombardiers would use them
to lead bobber squadrons to
the targets in cases where
they would be obscured by
clouds-for, as it was known
then, “bombing-through-over-
cast.”

After my Mickey navigator
and | finished our target runs,
as | was leaving the Vienna
area | ran out of fuel in my 160-
gallon drop tanks so | elected
to jettison them to reduce drag
and get a bit more mileage out
of the fuel we had left, as it
would be a close thing. | noti-
fied the navigator so if there
was the usual rattle, jerking
and/or banging he wouldn’t be
frightened. “OKk, drop ‘em.” So
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| did. One went clean but one
hung up a bit, then with the
usual shake it released and we
began the trip home.

All of a sudden my tail-warn-
ing radar alarm started
screaming, so-instant reflex-I
did a half wingover to the left
into the cloud bank. As we
pitched over and down |
looked back, and right beside
us cruises my last drop tan! It
was the “bogie”!

Then it was into the clouds
for a 10,000 foot recovery
maneuver and back to on-top,
instruments scrambled. |
asked the navigator for a steer
to home. He gave me a head-
ing-like” turn right and fly this
heading” - which | did. After
about ten minutes | realized
that the sun was in the wrong
place for the time of day and
ours required an almost due
south course. | questioned
nav, who asserted that we
were on the right heading.
Many years before as a teen-
ager my father had taught me
how to find my way through
woods and forests, day or
night. From his teaching |
knew the sun was in the wrong
place, so | climbed 45,000 feet

and began calling our ltalian
homing station. After a few
minutes a faint voice re-
guested that | make a very
long call, which | did.

Then the faint voice told me
to turn left 90 degrees and call
again in ten minutes. Now the
sun is inthe right place but nav
IS very unhappy.

Ten minutes later | called
again and the now-stronger
voice requested a slight
course change. This contin-
ued for the next half hour, by
which time we should be near-
ing the Yugoslav coast on the
Adriatic Sea, so | requested
let-down clearance from the
14,000 foot mountains near
the coast. Homer provided the

info so | could clear the moun-
tains and safely let down over
the sea, which | did. | got
some worries as we reached
the last forecasted ceiling for
Bari of 2,500 feet and could
see the heavy waves of the
sea. On into Bari. Homer
brought me in about one mile
from the end of the runway.
Perfect! On the ground with a
bit of fuel left over (about 25
gallons, | was told).

Later, while meeting with
homer personnel to thank
them, | was told the “recovery”
was the farthest out ever ac-
complished to their knowl-
edge. | thanked them pro-
fusely, as if | had obeyed my
navigator | would have ended
up in Berlin!

DO YOU REALIZE HOW HAPPY
NEW THRUSH CWNERS ARE?
ITS A WHOLE NEW WORLD
2011 NOW AVAILABLE
IN PRODUCTION 510-34 IN STOCK
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To keep you flying.

Since 1949, Mid-Continent Aircraft has been the leader
in Agricultural Aviation by providing a variety of services
that exceed our customers’ expectations.

As we move into each day. we will continue to grow
with your business and provide the tools you need to be a
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Check our website
Jfor more pictures
and specs.
www.midcont.net

AG-Aviation’s most complete inventory of new and used aircraft, ground support systems
with parts and maintenance service - backed by 62 years of experience and integrity.

THRUSH
Taking orders for 710
Thrush with -65 or -67
Rugged Construction

Proven Productive

Thrush Dealer
U.S., Canada, Mexico
Special price savings.
Equipped as sprayers.In

Stock

2011 Thrush 510 PTé6-
34

Zero since new, sprayer, air,
Load Hawg options.

NDT
WING INSPECTION
AVAILABLE
THRUSH
AIR TRACTOR

AIR TRACTOR

- 2001 Air Tractor 402A

4550 TT, 600 HIS, M3, flow
control, VG's, bottom fuel,
fail safe instlled.

1979 Air Tractor 301
7400 TT, 460 SMOH, 126
fuel, litestar Il, air, lane fan,
116 since spar done, AG
100-25

DISTRIBUTOR

Cascade Pressure Cowl
Air Tractor - Thrush
Save Fuel, Runs Cooler

Call For Quote

AG CAT
1975 Ag Cat 600
5100 Total, 838 SMOH
Tulsa, extended, metalized
wings, new paint, 80 fuel,
LiteStar, Crop Hawk, CP's,

smoker, flagger, New annual
by Hershey.

1975 Ag Cat 450 HP
Extended wings, sealed
cockpit, servos, weathaero,
allyellow, hydromatic. AS IS
ONLY $65,000.00

1975 2 hole trainer
Certified 100 gal belly tank,
extended, 80 fuel, less
engine.

1962 Ag Cat 450
Sprayer, needs overhaul. A
rebuilder, metalized, now
disassembled. $21,000.00

CESSNA
1980 Cessna Husky
5550 Total, 475 SMOH, New
blades on prop, Satloc 99.5,
smoker, new super boom,
NDH, New Annual.
1976 Cessna AgWagon
super clean, 5630 total,
engine 551 SMOH, white and
dark blue. one owner,
hydraulic manual, stainless
boom, M3 Satloc, flow
control, 10 in wheels,
crankbullentin CW, May
annual.
1974 Cessna AgWagon
4600 TT, 1050 SMOH, wing
tanks, Satloc litestar, New
Annual

PIPER

. 1971 Pawnee C 235
2800 TT, 250 Factory
remand, KT 76 Radio,
Aircare exhaust, sprayer,
always hangared.

1965 Pawnee B 235
3082 Total, 914 SMOH, light
star, smoker, flagger,
ceconite, AD, CW, New
annual.

Superior experienced, quality, no corners cut,
FAA certified Repair Station:
Specialist Spar Replacement

IN CANADA: 1981 Paw-
nee D235

370 TT, new annual, COM,
booster tips, always
hangared

Let us sell your Ag Aircraft
World Wide Sales
Consignment Accepted

INSURANCE
Sharon Watkins
Ins. Mgr/Producer
Laura Terrett, Producer
Kristin Pullam, Producer
Josh Rittenberry,
Producer
Jennifer Bullington, CSR
Heather Riggs,
Claims/Producer
800-325-0885
Fax: 573-359-0384
E-Mail:
acinsurance@midcont.com
GENERAL AVIATION
We Are A
General Aviation Cessna
Single EngineDistributor
Call us for New/Used
Aircraft
and All Cessna Paris.
2010 Cessna T206
Fully equipped with Float
Provision Kit. FTO.
Cessna 162 LSA
“Skycatcher”
Now taking orders
Mooney Super 21
3796 TT, 93 hours since
major, 3 blade prop, refurb,
2006 paint, IFR's. Areal good
buy.

TRUCKS
Several load trucks
foldover boom, waier
also.

From $6000.00 and up

PARTS

World’s Largest
CP Nozzle Dealer

New Swathmasters
Piper Brave, Pawnee, Air
Tractor, Thrush. Ag Cat
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e FOR THE LIFE OF ME o

: (MY ENGINE) :
e CASCADETURBO o
s INLETS s
: Saves fuel - Lower ITT :
e Distributor: °

s Mid-Continent Aircraft |
° 573-359-0500 ®
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Cool Start Kit for
Turbines

Load Hawg
Efficient, Safe,
mechanical
loading of solids,
eliminate
wing man, STd

All Types Spreaders
New & Used-25", 38", 41"
Transland, Breckenridge.
i Thrush Spar Caps I
Now Available
| Let Mid-Continent i
I install your next spar.
I Signup now. i
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Top of The Line
Hand Held Garmins
GPSMAP 496 or 396

Also other models

for sportsmen

WANT TO SELL OUT?

| INVESTORS

ARE INTERESTED

Free Pilot Placement

SATLOC Level lil
Service Center
Del Norte Systems
Full in house repair
New Or Used
WAAS Updates
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